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SYNOPSIS

 Can the direction of science be in-
fluenced by money when it comes to control-
ling toxicity in food? The European food 
industry commands more than one trillion eu-
ros per year. Regulatory agencies try to control 
the sector throughout the entire process, 
from the soil to the dining table. “The Science 
Dilemma” gives us an insight in the decision ma-
king mechanisms, and unveils the pressure and 
influence exerted on both the scientists 
themselves, and the European institutions.
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WHO TRULY DETERMINES 
TOMORROWS AGRICULTURE?

WHO DECIDES THE PRICE WE
EVENTUALLY WILL HAVE TO PAY FOR IT?



TREATMENT
Europe has to decide which new farming model 
to adopt in order to feed its 500 million citizens. 
There are imperative goals in terms of profit and 
safety to be met, and time is essential. Global 
markets fight a hard battle over their share of 
the stake as the warning bells of global climate 
change are ringing louder and louder. Large 
corporations are pushing harder than ever, po-
liticians have difficulties facing these multi-fa-
cetted issues, and consumer distrust in everyday 
goods on the supermarket shelves is at an all-
time high. In this current context of conflicting 
interest, complex intrigues and controversial 
issues, it is a difficult task to draw a clear line 
of action.

THE SCIENCE DILEMMA - 

“Who decides the price of progress” explores 
the decision making mechanisms within the 
big food corporations, the mass media, NGOs 
and the European institutions. Who has the 
final word when it comes to designing the 
agriculture of tomorrow? Are there any  un-
der-the-table agreements, media strategies or 
diplomatic instruments that can tilt the nego-
tiating balance? What are the argued criteria – 
profit or health? Also, to what extent are these 
emotionally influenced?

 

In this film, representatives from the large food 
corporations, spokesmen, investigators, leading 
academics, experts, members of the EU parlia-
ment, scientists, regulatory agents, farmers and 
activists will speak of their respective priorities 
and personal vision.

In short, they largely defend one of the two main 
narratives for the future: one narrative describes 
the incorporated scientific paradise. Transgenic 
food, pesticides and colossal industrial farms 
are here presented as the solution to provide 
cheap and abundant food for everybody, though 
with the downside of exposing us to illnesses, 
furthering animal and plant extinction and en-
vironmental pollution, as well as exacerbating 
the already existing problem of monopolies on 
limited ressources. The alternative narrative 
puts forward local organic farming as a solution, 
but the question still remains: Who is right?

Within both narratives there is a notion of pro-
gress. And within this progress, which are 
the reasonable risk thresholds to be applied? 
which aren’t? Who should establish these 
thresholds? And finally, who will pay the costs?
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The main point revealed is that instead of providing a univocal safe regulatory framework that eve-
rybody could trust, the scientific community seems to be actively creating a climate of uncertainty 
and controversy. Should we then suspect money interests, power politics or intented plots to keep 
the public in the dark, or does that only belong in fictitious Hollywood blockbusters? The issue is 
also that this concerns 500 million daily consumers and the astronomical amounts of money at stake.

THE SCIENCE DILEMMA “Who decides the price of progress” opens the doors to some of the main 
corporations headquarters, farms, labs, universities, official European institutions and NGOs related 
to the food industry to starkly reveal what the current map of values are in our society, and how 
deeply our concept of progress shapes our future. Therefore, our next farming model will not only 
involve our own health, but also the health of our descendants, and to which extent we value the life 
they will inherit. 





Because only from a non-aligned standpoint and adopting a neutral approach to the matter will we 
be able to see the actual dimension of the problems that we are facing. I’m convinced that the com-
mon narrative that there are powerful men lying and conspiring in order to get rich at the expense 
of everybody’s health is merely OK as a plot for a Hollywood blockbuster, but far from the actual 
reality of things. Life and society are very complex. There are many different institutions both in and 
outside of the corporate world view, thousands of workers within their offices who share the same 
arguments that are much more familiar to everyone that one would think.
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That is why, in a concern of clarity and credibi-
lity, I wanted to give everyone a chance to expose 
their point of view and expectations clearly.

This seemed to be the only way to put forward 
the vision of industrial farming without the pre-
conceptions of organic farming.

In the coming decade, there is a lot at stake. The 
eyes of the world are opening, and I believe that 
we are given a historical opportunity to choose 
a better path. The predictions for our time are a 
lack of resources, global warming, suffering and 
serious conflicts. 

And the rights and wrongs of the farming 
path that we are about to choose will be crucial 
to determine what the future will bring. Every 
effort must be made to understand what the 
mechanics of our society are, and what risks we 
are facing.
Making the right choice is going to be crucial, 
and I hope this film, by giving a voice to some 
of the most influential experts on farming and 
food, will be a useful step in determining that 
choice.

Potential Speakers…
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DIRECTORS STATEMENT
We live in a society in continuous uncertainty: the 
era of post-truth and hyper-reality where truth 
seems to be a menu where each and everyone 
can pick and choose what they like. This applies 
to all facets of society, but becomes a dangerous 
issue when everybody’s health is at stake.

I have worked for a long time in South 
America. In Mendoza, Argentina, small commu-
nities have been ravaged by the use of the her-
bicide glyphosate. In Eastern Bolivia, these are 
used in big monocultures that have taken over 
once indigenous lands. And there, as in Peru or 
Ecuador, farmers complain that the soil is too 
barren after decades of intensive farming.

Nevertheless, in Europe we have no notion of 
what it is to be hungry, and only very few people 
suffer from pesticide-related illnesses. Howe-
ver, most of the big farming corporations and 
methods come from there.

Quite often, indictment and reform is needed, 
but absent. This explains the recent increase 
in the number of documentaries reporting the 
subject and unveiling the abuses of the industry.

But “The Science Dilemma” is not the documen-
tary that will point the finger at these abuses and 
unilaterally put the blame on the agro-industrial 
complex, reserving the role of moral judges for 
ourselves. Instead, I want to reveal their motiva-
tions and needs, and discover their true motives 
by providing the platform from which they can 
speak openly.
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The Director - VÍCTOR LUENGO 
 After a degree in Arts and working as a 
photographer for 10 years, Victor decides 
to migrate to the digital image and jour-
nalism. Since then, he has worked as jour-
nalist and filmmaker in South America, 
Cambodia, Madagascar and Spain. He was 
also editor of Magnum Spain, Seven and 
AFP, among other agencies. Now he earns 
his life in the field of Advertising, working 
for very diverse clients and markets here 
in Spain.   

The Producer
Established in 2014 between Madrid and 
New York, Salon Indien Films was founded 
with the intention of creating a wide range 
of projects of fiction and documentary. We 
felt that we needed creative freedom in or-
der to produce the films that we were in 
love with. The Other Kids (2016) directed by 
Pablo de la Chica became our first interna-
tional project. Now, the film has been sold 
to more than 20 TV channels worldwide, 
screened at film festivals around the world 
and received numerous accolades such as 
the NHK Japan Prize           2016 Best Edu-
cational Film in Japan and the Audience 
Award at DOCSMX 2016. 

Our films connect with millions of viewers 
worldwide through theatrical release, Film 
Festivals and VOD/TV.

the NHK Japan Prize           2016 Best Edu-
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